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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its 
support in the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or 
discovers any new and useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis 
added). Thus, the term "same invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to 
identical subject matter. See Miller v. Eagle Mfg. Co., 151 U.S. 186 (1894); In re 
Ockert, 245 F.2d 467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); and In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 
USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in 
scope. The filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection 
based upon 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as claiming the same invention as 
that of claims 1-12 of prior U.S. Patent No. 6,591,222. This is a double patenting 
rejection. 
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Art Unit: 2863 

A comparison of conflicting claims is tabulated as follows: 
10614695 6,591,222 



1 . A fishing reel having a line spool in 
communication with a crank handle for 
rewinding a fishing line onto said spool 
which displays the weight of a fish on said 
fishing line comprising: 

a load cell for measuring an outward force 
on said fishing line, said load cell having 
an output; 

a processor in communication with said 

UUipul, Wllcldil ocllU (JlUUCoovJI UcMOUlcuco 

an estimate of the weight of a fish on the 
fishing line; 

QnH Ck Hicnlaw in pnmmiinipation \A/ith QaiH 
clilU cJ Ulopiay III UUM II 1 IUI IIOculUll Willi oaiu 

processor for displaying the value of said 
estimate of the weight to a fisherman. 


1 . A fishing reel having a line spool in 
communication with a crank handle for 
rewinding a fishing line onto said spool 
which displays the weight of a fish on said 
fishing line comprising: 

a load cell for measuring an outward force 
on said fishing line, said load cell having 
an output; 

a processor in communication with said 

ontnnt whprpin <;airl nrorp^or ralrulatp^ 

UUIUUI, VVIIddlt OOIVJ [JIUuCOOwl v/CI \\j\a ICl IV^O 

an estimate of the weight of a fish on the 
fishing line; 

and a rii^nlav in oommunioation with said 

CI 1 1 \J CI VJIOk/ICly III vUl 1 II 1 IUI llvQUWI 1 Will 1 wuiu 

processor for displaying the value of said 
estimate of the weight to a fisherman. 


2. The fishing reel of claim 1 further 
wherein said load cell is configured to 

mpa^nrp rotational forcp annlipri to ^aid 

spool. 


2. The fishing reel of claim 1 further 
wherein said load cell is configured to 
measure rotational force aoolied to said 
spool. 


3. The fishing reel of claim 1 wherein 
predetermined values for said estimate 
are stored in a table and a particular value 
is read from said table corresponding to a 
given force measured by said load cell. 


3. The fishing reel of claim 1 wherein 
predetermined values for said estimate 
are stored in a table and a particular value 
is read from said table corresponding to a 
given force measured by said load cell. 
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10614695 continued 6,591,222 continued 



4. An apparatus for displaying the weight 
of a fish on a fishing line comprising: 

a load cell for measuring an outward force 
on the fishing line, 
said load cell having an output; 

a processor in communication with said 
output; 

and a display in electrical communication 
with said processor, wherein said 
processor displays an estimate of the 
weight of said fish on said display, said 
estimate calculated from one or more 
values read from said output as said fish 
is being 
reeled-in. 


4. An apparatus for displaying the weight 
of a fish on a fishing line comprising: 

a load cell for measuring an outward force 
on the fishing line, 
said load cell having an output; 

a processor in communication with said 
output; 

and a display in electrical communication 
with said processor, wherein said 
processor displays an estimate of the 
weight of said fish on said display, said 
estimate calculated from one or more 
values read from said output as said fish 
is being 
reeled-in. 


5. The apparatus of claim 4 further 
comprising a spin cast fishing reel. 


5. The apparatus of claim 4 further 
comprising a spin cast fishing reel. 


6. The apparatus of claim 5 further 
comprising a line spool for receiving the 
fishing line, wherein said load cell is 
configured to measure the rotational force 
applied to said spool by an outward force 
applied to the fishing line. 


6. The apparatus of claim 5 further 
comprising a line spool for receiving the 
fishing line, wherein said load cell is 
configured to measure the rotational force 
applied to said spool by an outward force 
applied to the fishing line. 
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10614695 continued 


6,591,222 continued 


f . a memoQ Tor esiimaung me weigni or a 


7 A mothnrl ir\r octimotinn tKo \A/pinht r*f 9 

i . r\ iMeinuu iui eoiinidiniy me weiyiu ui a 


nsn on a Tisning line inciuuing ine oiepo ui. 


fich nn a fichinn lino inphiHinn t"hp Qtpnc nf* 

Moll UN d lloillliy Nile IllUIUUIIiy 11 IC OLCpO UI. 


^dj OitJdlNJy d IdUlc UI coUllldlcU Hoi I 


prpatinn a tohlp nf p^tim^itpri fi^h 
\ckj uicauiiy d lauic vji ooui i ichcvj iioii 


weights, wherein each estimated weight 


weights, wherein each estimated weight 


stored in said table corresponds to a 


stored in said table corresponds to a 


r\*a rfir»i il*a r f /"\ rpo •a/" v tinn on tho fichinn lino 

particular lurce acung on ine iiomny line 


nartipular fnxpp apfinn on thp fichinn linp 
pdiuuuidi luiue duuny un iiic? noiiiiiy imic 


as a Tisn is reeiea-in, 


as a nsn is reeieu-in, 


(b) providing a fishing reel configured to 


(b) providing a fishing reel configured to 


measure the outward force applied to the 


measure the outward force applied to the 


fishing line, said reel further including a 


fishing line, said reel further including a 


processor having memory and a display; 


processor having memory and a display; 


(c) storing said table in said memory; 


(c) storing said table in said memory; 


/rl\ moaci irinn a f/*\rr , p annlip/H to tho 
\\J) iiiedoUIIiiy d lUlue dfJfJMcU IU 11 IC 


(r\\ mpp^urinn a fnrrp annlipd tn thp 


fiohinn lino oo o fich i c rooloH in" 

Tisning line as a non io [eeieu-in, 


fichinn linp p fich ic rpp|pH-in* 

noiiiiiy III IC CIO CI MOM IO 1 CCICU 111, 


(e) calculating an average force 


(e) calculating an average force 


comprising tne average ot saia Torces 


r*r\ rvi rvrlo i r\r% fha o\/^rono of coin fArr*oc 

comprioiny me average ui odiu lurueo 


measured in step (d); 


measurea in step 


(f) reading a value for the estimated 


If) reading a value for the estimated 


weight of the fish on the line from said 


weight of the fish on the line from said 


table, a pointer to said value 


table, a pointer to said value 


corresponding to said average force; 


corresponding to said average force; 
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10614695 continued 


b,oy continued 


7. continued 


7. continued 


(g) displaying said value of the estimated 


(g) displaying said value of the estimated 


weight on said display; 


weight on said display; 


(h) repeating steps (d)-(g) until the fish is 


(h) repeating steps (d)-(g) until the fish is 


landed. 


landed. 


8. The method of claim 7 wherein step (f) 


8. The method of claim 7 wherein step (f) 


is replaced by the steps of: 


is replaced by the steps of: 


(f)(i) reading a lower value from said table, 


(f)(i) reading a lower value from said table, 


a pointer to said lower value 


a pointer to said lower value 


corresponding to a force less than said 


corresponding to a force less than said 


average force; 


average force; 


(f)(ii) reading an upper value from said 


(f)(ii) reading an upper value from said 


table, a pointer to said upper value 


table, a pointer to said upper value 


corresponding to a force greater than said 


corresponding to a force greater than said 


average force; 


average force; 


(f)(in) interpolating a value for the 


(f)(iii) interpolating a value for the 


estimated weight of the fish between said 


estimated weight of the fish between said 


t ■ i*i it it 

lower value and said upper value from the 


lower value and said upper value from the . 


relationship of said average force relative 


relationship of said average force relative 


to ^aiH forrp Ip^ than ^aid avpranp fores 


to said force less than said averaae force 


and to said force greater than said 


and to said force greater than said 


average force. 


average force. 
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10614695 continued 


6,591,222 continued 


9. A method for estimating the weight of a 


9. A method for estimating the weight of a 


fish on a fishing line including the steps of: 


fish on a fishing line including the steps of: 


(a) creating a table of estimated fish 


(a) creating a table of estimated fish 


weights, wherein each 


weights, wherein each 


estimated weight stored in said table 


estimated weight stored in said table 


corresponds to a particular peak force 


corresponds to a particular peak force 


applied to the fishing line as a fish is 


applied to the fishing line as a fish is 


reeled-in; 


reeled-in; 


(b) providing a fishing reel configured to 


(b) providing a fishing reel configured to 


measure the outward force applied to the 


measure the outward force applied to the 


fishing line, said reel further including a 


fishing line, said reel further including a 


processor having memory and a display; 


processor having memory and a display; 


< 

(c) storing said table in said memory; 


(c) storing said table in said memory; 


(d) measuring the force applied to the 


(d) measuring the force applied to the 


fishing line as a fish is reeled-in; 


fishing line as a fish is reeled-in; 


(e) comparing said force to a peak force; 


(e) comparing said force to a peak force; 


(f\ if coiH f n rrp* ic nr^sitar than caiH npslc 
\\) II ocJIU lUllst? lo yiCalCI llldll odiu iJCafx 


ff\ if ^aiH forrp nrpafpr than ^aid npak 


force, storing said force as said peak 


force, storing said force as said peak 


force; 


force; 
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9. continued 

(g) reading a value for the estimated 
weight of the fish on the line from said 
table, a pointer to said value 
corresponding to said peak force; 

(h) displaying said value of the estimated 
weight on said display; 

(i) repeating steps (d)-(h) until the fish is 
landed. 


9. continued 

(g) reading a value for the estimated 
weight of the fish on the line from said 
table, a pointer to said value 
corresponding to said peak force; 

(h) displaying said value of the estimated 
weight on said display; 

(i) repeating steps (d)-(h) until the fish is 
landed. 


10. The method of claim 9 wherein step 
(f) is replaced by the steps of: 

(f)(i) reading a lower value from said table, 
a pointer to said lower value 
corresponding to a force less than said 
peak force; 

(f)(ii) reading an upper value from said 
table, a pointer to said upper value 
corresponding to a force greater than said 
peak force; 


10. The method of claim 9 wherein step 
(f) is replaced by the steps of: 

(f)(i) reading a lower value from said table, 
a pointer to said lower value 
corresponding to a force less than said 
peak force; 

(f)(ii) reading an upper value from said 
table, a pointer to said upper value 
corresponding to a force greater than said 
peak force; 
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10614695 continued 6,591,222 continued 



10. continued 

(f)(iii) interpolating a value for the 
estimated weight of the fish between said 
lower value and said upper value from the 
relationship of said peak force relative to 
said force less than said peak force and to 
said force greater than said peak force. 


10. continued 

(f)(iii) interpolating a value for the 
estimated weight of the fish between said 
lower value and said upper value from the 
relationship of said peak force relative to 
said force less than said peak force and to 
said force greater than said peak force. 


11. A method for estimating the weight of 
a fish on a fishing line including the steps 
of: 

(a) creating a table of estimated fish 
weights, wherein each estimated weight 
stored in said table corresponds to a 
particular hook-set force measured on the 
fishing line as a fish is caught; 

(b) providing a fishing reel configured to 
measure the force applied to the fishing 
line, said reel further including a processor 
having memory and a display; 

(c) storing said table in said memory; 

(d) measuring the force applied to the 
fishing line as a fish is caught; 


1 1 . A method for estimating the weight of 
a fish on a fishing line including the steps 
of: 

(a) creating a table of estimated fish 
weights, wherein each estimated weight 
stored in said table corresponds to a 
particular hook-set force measured on the 
fishing line as a fish is caught; 

(b) providing a fishing reel configured to 
measure the force applied to the fishing 
line, said reel further including a processor 
having memory and a display; 

(c) storing said table in said memory; 

(d) measuring the force, applied to the 
fishing line as a fish is caught; 
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10614695 continued 


CC\A\ OOO SIS'*. M tl M • ■ ^"k 

6,591,222 continued 


11. continued 


11. continued 


(e) reading a value for the estimated 


(e) reading a value for the estimated 


weight of the fish on the line from said 


weight of the fish on the line from said 


table, a pointer to said value 


table, a pointer to said value 


corresponding to the hook-set force; 


corresponding to the hook-set force; 


(f) displaying the value of the estimated 


(f) displaying the value of the estimated 


weight on said display. 


weight on said display. 


12. The method of claim 11 wherein step 


12. The method of claim 11 wherein step 


(e) is replaced by the steps of: 


(e) is replaced by the steps of: 


(e)(i) reading a lower value from said 


(e)(i) reading a lower value trom said 


table, a pointer to said lower value 


table, a pointer to said lower value 


corresponding to a force less than said 


corresponding to a force less than said 


hook-set force; 


hook-set force; 


(e)(ii) reading an upper value from said 


(e)(n) reading an upper value trom said 


table, a pointer to said upper value 


table, a pointer to said upper value 


corresponding to a force greater than said 


corresponding to a force greater than said 


hook-set force; 


hook-set force; 


(e)(ni) interpolating a value for the 


(e)(iii) interpolating a value for the 


estimated weight of the fish between said 


estimated weight of the fish between said 


lower value and said upper value from the 


lower value and said upper value from the 


relationship of said hook-set force relative 


relationship of said hook-set force relative 


to said force less than said hook-set force 

WJ OCIIU IVI VsW IvOO 11 1 d 1 1 wOlU 1 lwvi\ ww L IWI ww 


to said force less than said hook-set force 


and to said force greater than said hook- 


and to said force greater than said hook- 


set force. 


set force. 
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Conclusion 



2 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas N. Washburn whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2284. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 6:30 
AM -4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.govx 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



DNW 




John Bartow 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 




